
Elementary Report Card 
and Homework 

Recommendation 
June 16, 2015 



Report Card Committee 

�  Rose Ahrens 

�  Greta Dever 

�  Angela Glassman 

�  Brett Geithman 

�  Traci Granberg 

�  Chris Moggia 

�  Joanne Schepis 

�  Renee Sokol 

�  Rhonda Steinberg 

�  Katherine Whittaker Stopp 

�  Sharon Witzansky 



Timeline 
�  March – Report Card Committee Meeting #1 & 2 

�  Review of report cards from roughly 10 districts 

�  April – Report Card Committee Meeting #3 
�  Discussion/recommendations 

�  April 21 - Grade Level Meeting 
�  teacher review and input 

�  April 28 – Teacher Survey for input 

�  May 
�  Special Education teacher/staff review and input 
�  Principals/District Leadership review/input 
�  Report Card Committee meeting #4 

�  June – tentatively present to board 

�  July/August – create benchmark assessments  

 



Why change the report cards? 
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Follows directionsManages time efficientlyWorks independentlyWorks appropriately in groups
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Accepts personal responsibility
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Achievement

ATTENDANCE

Teacher: Blain, BarbaraSchool: Washington Elementary
Principal: Alex McQuaid

Grade: 1Perm ID: 4277BirthDate: 06/16/2005

Reporting Period1 2 3

Reporting Period1 2 3

Days EnrolledDays AbsentDays Tardy

EXPLANATION OF MARKS

READING

1 2 3

Student: Ricki Bergseth

REPORT TO PARENTS - FIRST GRADE

Manhattan Beach Unified School District
Year: 2013-2014

TEACHER COMMENTS

Consistently shows effortUsually shows effortSometimes shows effortRarely shows effort 
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Exceeding ExpectationsMeeting ExpectationsBelow ExpecationsInsufficient Progress - Risk of Retention
X Area of Concern

Progress Toward Standard

Achievement

Strategies



A Standards-based Report Card 
Current Practice Proposed Changes Rationale 

California Content 
Standards Based  
(circa 1986/7) 

Common Core State 
Standards 
 (circa 2012/13) 

Shift from CA 
Standards to 
California CCSS 



Guiding the Report Card Work 
•  Shift from CA Standards to CCSS language and expectations 

•  Consistent and objective grading within and across schools 

•  Objective communication of students knowledge and skills 

•  Parent friendly (understandable) 

•  Effective use of teacher time 

•  Communicating with parents earlier in year (Goal Setting 

Conference - October) 

•  Additional time for studying students and reporting progress 



Recommended Changes to the 
Report Card 

�  Move from a trimester to a semester reporting period 
(96% agree/can live with) 

�  Move from an achievement-based to a standards based 
report card (95% agree/can live with) 

�  Move from an overall grade in a subject area to a grade 
in each standard (95% agree/can live with) 



Recommended Changes to the 
Report Card 

�  Move from multiple effort grades in content areas, 
“Work and Study Habits” and “Personal/Social Growth” 
to a condensed “Student Expectations” area (97% 
agree/can live with) 

�  Move from multiple grading scales to one 3-point 
grading scale (98% agree/can live with one scale; and 
70% agree/can live with a 3-point scale) 

�  Comments: Beginning and ending sentence (teacher 
discretion); 3-6 bulleted goals/next steps (high quality, 
CCSS, actionable, report card aligned) 



Why a Homework Recommendation? 

�  Align practice with research 

�  Consideration of the whole child 

�  Early literacy is a significant predictor of achievement 

�  Create consistency across schools 



Homework Recommendation 



Homework Recommendation 

�  Homework should be meaningful  

�  Homework should not count as part of academic grade 

�  Incomplete homework should not be punitive, rather 
teachers should communicate with student and parents 

�  Homework should be designed so that it can be 
completed independently 

�  Homework should be used as a means to develop work 
and study habits 

�  The emphasis is on reading 
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